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Phebe Ann Rodeback
Marjorie Crafts Herndon, Granddaughter
Grandmother Phebe Ann Rodeback was born 2 November 1835 in West Chester,
Pa. to James Rodeback and FPhebe Beagle.
Phebe Ann is a direct descendant of American Indian Princess Pocahontas,
and an English gentleman John Rolfe. They were married in April 161l.
Pocahontas was baptized as a Christian, with the name of Rebecca in 1613.
She died in England in 1617 at the age of 22. Pocahontas 1ift one son
Thomas Rolfe who went to Virginia where many of his descendants still live.
One of the most important memories of my grandmother Phebe Ann Rodeback,
was that she sat on the Prophet Joseph Smith's lap while they were living
in Nauvoo. He told her she had eyes as‘black as his wife Emma's.
When Phebe Ann's parents came west with a covered wagon, rhebe Amn,
along with the other young people, walked across the plains. One night after
they had made their camp, some Indians came. One of them was on a beautiful
white horse. The Captain of the company asked how much he wanted for the
horse. He said he would trade it for that squaw, pointing to grandmother.
The captain said the Indian could have her if he would bring another horse
exactly like the one he was on. The Captain didn't think there would be
another horse like it in the country. The next evening the Indian returned
with another horse exactly like the one he was on. The men of the company
had a hard time to convince the Indian that the Captain was only joking.
Another time an Indian gave grandmother a woman's gold wedding ring.
Phebe Ann's parents were sent with others to help settle a town L6
miles from Salt Lake, later called Cedar Fort. Here she met David King
Crafts and was married by Bishop Allen Weeks. They lived in Cedar Fort

until 1659 and then moved to Hyrum, Utah in Cache Co. Her health was poor



in Hyrum, and they moved to Millard County in 1867 and later to Cedar Fort
again before 1869. She had ten children and my father was the 10th child,

Phebe Ann was a devoted wife and mother and a good cock and a friend
to many people; At one time she took the muslin curtains from her windows
to make burial clothes for a neighbor's small boy who drowned. Everyone
was always welcome at their home for meals, lodging, or just visiting.

The whole family loved to read and study, and many visitors and people
traveling through to California wondered how anyone so far away from civil-
ization could be so well informed on so many subjects. Grandmother
and Grandfather always encouraged learning because they said this couldn't
be taken from them, and their children grew up strongly believing this.

Phebe Ann Rodeback Crafts died suddenly of a stroke, | May 1903, at

her home in Cedar Fort.
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Phebe Ann Rodeback wes the deughter of James and Fhebe
Beagles Rodeback. She was born 2 May, 1836. Jemes and Phebe
Resgles lived in West Chester, Pennsylvania. Phebe Ann was
thalr second child.

When the prophei Joseph Smith wes recelving undue persecution
from the mob during the translation of the wonderful golden plates,
the prophet went teo Pennsylvenis end while there, he met the
Rodeback femily, who were from Holland. In later life Fhebs Ann
beceme my grendmother. Mysell end my brother John were about the
only grandchildren they had at that time.

While the prophet was in Pennsylvenig, and through his
inspiration 2nd teachings, the g pel spread throught the country,
and through Brother Joseph's influence, he wes able to baptize the
entire, Rodeback femily, anc f thewm back to Illincis with him.
Phebe Ann, as & =mall cn;ld, prophets lap and he
told Phebe che had eyes that were as bls s his wife Emme
Phebe was 2lso teken into in ' i
his children, end lived in
Neuvoo for the promised land.

.

They, the Rodebacks, were criven from place to place end
Phebe ceme across the plains with others of the Smith feamily.

They came in the Brigheam Young Comps Like other young ifolks,
Phebe walked across the plains, and it is szid thet Fhebe walked

the entire way without snoes.

One night when they wmede cemp, Some Inciens ceme into the
cemp. One of them rode & besutiiul white horse. The captain of
the company esk the Indians how much he would take for the horse.
The Indisn said he would trede it for the squaw, end pointed to
Phebe. Then the cesptein ssid tothe Indiean, that he could have
her if he could bring snother horse exesctly like the one he was
riding. Of dourse, the ca Pt<li was +thinking there could not be

snother horse like it in the plains. But to his dismay, the
next night the Indian ceme with enother horse just like the one
he was riding. The ceptein really hed a hard time meking the

Indisn understand he was only joking.

hnother time when they were canped, an Incian gave Phebe
Ann & viomen's golc band wedding ring, perheps teken from some
poor soul that they had captured. One of Phebe's girl friends
wished to weer it, so Phebe let her teke it ancd ghe never recovered
it agaln. Fhebe wes very dagk snd my fether told me that mother
Phebe Ann was a descendent of Fochahontas, and perheps thet is
whv the Indiens took to her. I remember as & ¢hlld that Gren ndmother
Crafts alwsvs hac her coffee pot on the stove, encd I thought that
wes why she was to dark.
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While crossing the vlains the geints used buffzlo chios
for firewood, end as they journcyed slong, would collect them,
end put them in back of the wagons. One day Phebe picked some

a
up and found a fine comb in cne of the chip

The trip across the plains ha
an account of ihe hardships and suffe
for a just cause. So why should we
fhem for what they did for us.

been recorded in history,
ering, as & itale of =orrow
not honor ther, end love

et

Phebe Ann's parents were sent to Cedar Fort to Lelp settle

the town. Phebe was seventeen or eighteen by then. Here was

where che met David King Orafis, and wes married 10 April, 1854

by Bishop Allen Weeks, and in the yewur 1861 they went through
the temple.

Grandmother Crafts I deerly loved, I can rexember very well
when churning dey ceme along, #nd just before the rich thick
cresm breaks into butter, Grandmother would call me, "Come,
Lottie, with your ssucer and opoon'" And O ! How I liked
thet cresm. Grandmother would let me have whet $he thought
was good for me.

After the and Devid moved back to Cedar Fort, I was about
six years old. Fhebe Ann died on 4 May 1903 at Cedar Fort and
layed to rest there. et
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